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25X1X_ 4, in April Syrien Minister of Defense Akrem Haurant, 


asked Lieutenant Colonel Adib Shishakli to prepare a coup against the | 
Syrian Goverment to dispose of Finance Minister Matruf Dewalibi ond 
certain of the Populist Party leaders, Shishakli, thoreupon, asked 
Lieutenant Colonel Amin Abu.Assaf, Commander of the Firs: Brigade, to 
consult with other high-ranking army officers on the matter, Assaf 
did s0, but reported to Shishakli that the consonsus among the Army 


was that the soumtry could not stand enother coup at the moment. 
_ 25X1X eS es Shishakli then reported to Haurani that the Army 
906 not consider a switch to put Haureni into power worth the ri Ske 


of a soup. 


25X1X Bo when Haurani found that he could no longer get help 
from the Army, he went to President Hashim Atasi_and insisted thet a 
number (sic) of Ministers be asked to resign. Heurend  25X1X 
wants Dawalibi removed and Minister of Justice nyai Atasi to resign,” 

25X1X_ Haurani also denounced to President Atasi certain 


political leaders, including Rushdi Kikhya. Neaurani declared that 
political parties should be responsible for the ections ef their leaders 
and Ministers, but stated that persons such as Kikhya and Dawalibi scemed 
to be responsible only to themselves and did as they pleaced to the 
detriment of the coumtry. Kikhya refuted Haurani's charges and refused 
to resign. Consequently, Heurani presented his resipgneticn, 

25X1X 4, The caine: isis, J will result merely in e reshuffling 

of the ministerial posts, because the Populiste and Haurari must work 

together, The current Nationalist Party propaganda drive has thoroughly 

frightened them and they realize that if they svlit their forces now 

and lose control of the goverment, they mey not be able to regain 

control, since it is reported that Haurani can no longer rely on the Army 

to keep himself in power, 
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Popular “Party, 
that Haurant wanes SEES, 3. 
aleWaheb Homad.™* 
wishes to replace 


Shakix alAss, SaUBeE 6 of the Popul at Panky is coubdve Coumitboo. 


25X1A6a TE 002: Dre "Abd~al-Weheb Hamad is the brother of 
4e"sad Hemad, reportedly a Commmist Party member, Ir: Ootebor 
1948 a Syrien lawyer with Soviet comtacts reported thet Dro Hemad 
circulsted appeels for Soviet sympathy in Syria and arsistence 
against the partition of Pelostine ard presented these ei goed 
appeals to Soviet authorities, 
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